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THE POCKLINGTON GROUP OF PARISHES 
 

The Combined Benefices of Pocklington Wold and Londesborough Wold 

Ministry Team 
Clergy   

           Vicar-vacancy - with welcome assistance from the following retired clergy who have         
the Archbishop’s Permission to Officiate (PTO) 

Revd Shelagh Jones  01430 871612 
Revd Les Slow  303888 
Revd Tony Burdon  304290 
Revd Pam Burdon  304290 
Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson  01430 650271 
 
Deacon 
Revd Bronnie Broadhurst             307479 

  
Readers   
Mr Mike Bailey 01430 873318   
Mr David Rumbelow 306056  
Mr Brian Snelson 302206  
Mrs Pam Dean                                303278                    
Mrs Barbara Myerscough             303331 
Mrs Annie Harrison (in training)  01377 288070 
                                                                                             

         Recognised Parish Assistants                                    W = Worship      P= Pastoral                 
         
         Dr Brian James                   01377 288148                  W 

Mrs Joy Hadley 306655 W/P     
Mrs Freda Bailey                01430 873318                  W/P  

         Mrs Lyn Stanton                             302073                  P  
          

Pastoral Team: 
Coordinator:   Revd Bronnie Broadhurst tel 307479 
Mrs Lyn Stanton, Mr David Rumbelow, Mrs Joy Hadley, Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson 
Revd Shelagh Jones, Mrs Pam Dean 
Parish Visitors:  
Pat Herbert, Sheila Waller, Annie Harrison, Louis Taylor, Frankie Taylor, Peter Brooke 
 
Group Safeguarding Representative:  Revd Les Slow 303888 

         South Wold Deanery Synod Representatives: Revd Bronnie Broadhurst, Heather Young 
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                                Members of the Pocklington Parochial Church Council: 

       Hilary Slow, Nigel Laws, David Brown, Ian Ryder, Louis Taylor, Kath Gilbank, Lyn Stanton, 
Carol Taylor, Karen Hoop, Polly Warcup, Heather Young, Jill Kemmenoe 

 

       Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team  

The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or 
anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s 
ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you 
know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we 
will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit. 
 

Church Wardens: 
St Giles, Burnby Mr C Soukup 306154 
 Mr J Hewitt 302622 
 
St Ethelburga, Gt Givendale Mrs M Stephens 01262 678153 
 
St Martin, Hayton Mrs E Thackray 304317 
 
St Mary, Huggate Mrs R Braithwaite 01377 288422 
 Mrs S Dale 01377 288233 
 
All Saints, Londesborough Mrs J Fletcher 01430 873554 
  
St Margaret, Millington Mrs S Sheard  304783  
 
St James, Nunburnholme Dr A Henworth                                        740915  
 
All Saints, Pocklington Mr N Laws        304307  
 Mrs H Slow 303888 
 
All Saints, Shiptonthorpe Mrs F Bailey 01430 873318



 
 

We have no truck with violence by Rodney Nicholson 
 

 It will be interesting to see if the numbers attending the Remembrance Sunday afternoon 
service continue to rise. Remembrance Sunday has joined Christmas as attracting the 
biggest congregations. 2014 marked the anniversary of the outbreak of World War 1, 2016 
commemorated the battle of the Somme and last year the end of the War. Maybe the 
Spanish flu epidemic of 1918-20, which killed more people than the war itself, should be 
remembered this year or next. 
 Church members, I find, tend to come to the 10.45am service rather than at 3pm. 
Many from the town come then, and the uniformed organisations give very good support. 
Indeed it’s a pretty long day for some of the younger children. I had a colleague once who 
held mixed views about Remembrance services, feeling that they celebrated war and 
violence. I disagreed with her because the accent is always on the suffering of war and the 
hope for peace. A Remembrance service gives the preacher the opportunity to speak about 
God’s love in Christ on the cross to people who may not normally be in church. I think my 
colleague came to see the value of the annual Remembrance. 
 I would call myself a pacifist at heart, but surely that’s what we all are. Few people 
actually like war but most would say that, at times, it is the lesser of two evils. Some 
pacifists, such as the Quakers, hold to their convictions and should be respected. I myself 
buy a white poppy from the Friends, as well as the traditional red one, in token of support 
for the Quakers who have done so much good in the cause of brotherhood and peace. The 
great Quaker families of Cadbury’s, Fry’s and, here in York, Rowntrees have done much to 
champion the cause of the poor and to work for harmony. 
 It is possible to argue from the bible for a totally pacifist position or to accept, with St 
Thomas Aquinas of the 13th century, that war is justifiable so long as certain principles are 
followed. World War 2 would meet those conditions but World War 1 possibly less so. 
More recent wars could be debatable. 
 Britain has acted with unjustifiable violence in the last 100 years or so. For example, 
our forces made use of concentration camps in the Boer War, imprisoning 115,000 people 
between June 1901 and May 1902, of whom 28,000 died, about 22,000 of them children. 
The death toll represented about 10 per cent of the Boer population. Recently the 
Archbishop of Canterbury expressed sorrow for our part in the Amritsar massacre of 1919 
in which Acting Brigadier-General Reginald Dyer ordered troops of the British Indian Army 
to fire their rifles into a crowd of unarmed civilians in Amritsar, Punjab. They killed at least 
400, including 41 children. 
 We have to admit to violence in the Old Testament, although God’s ultimate way is 
to bring harmony to all creation. Some hymns have a violent streak, such as Hymn 270 in 
“Hymns Ancient and Modern (Revised) of 1950, which runs “Trumpet of God, sound high, 
till the hearts of the heathen shake...” Even the glorious hymn, “For all the saints”, has such 
lines as, “O may thy soldiers, faithful, true and bold, fight as the saints who nobly fought of 
old”. Surely saints have no business fighting – except in a spiritual sense – but are to love, 
serve and preach a gospel of peace. 
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 In the face of today’s conflict situations we cannot do more than pray. We can, 
however, ensure that we are people of peace in the way we speak and in the forgiveness 
which we seek to practice.  
Yours in Christ, 
Rodney Nicholson 
 
Geoff is looking well by Rodney Nicholson 
Geoff Hollingsworth, our former vicar, felt sufficiently improved from his illness to be able 
to attend the annual three-day clergy retreat at Wydale Hall at the end of September. It 
proved to be a real morale-booster for him, giving him the confidence return to a spiritual 
ministry. 
 Marilyn brought him to Market Weighton, from where he travelled with me. He 
could have driven but it would have deprived Marilyn of the car while he was away. 
Thoughtfully the retreat organiser, the Revd Terry Joyce, gave Geoff a downstairs room. 
From Monday evening to Thursday coffee time silence is observed, so Geoff could not do 
much talking to me or others in the house but on the Wednesday afternoon we enjoyed 
over an hour’s walk together. Geoff was able to climb the steep path which slants up the 
valley in the Hall’s grounds and continue on for a good walk, so he felt very encouraged. It 
was the first event of its kind which Geoff had attended since his illness. 
  Like me and the rest of the 28-strong group, he appreciated the talks by Bishop Bill 
Godfrey, now priest-in-charge of Lastingham in the North Yorks moors, but formerly for 
thirty years he was Bishop of Uruguay then Peru. He had served there with the South 
American Missionary Society and then with CMS (Church Mission Society, following the 
uniting of the two agencies. Geoff planned to resume taking occasional services in the 
Howden group from this month but he discovered that the new curate has already done 
the rota to the end of January. Maybe he will be asked to help elsewhere. 
 Geoff sends his best wishes and is always grateful for being remembered by us. 
 
Best wishes to Tim by Rodney Nicholson 
We offer our best wishes to Tim Burdon, who was licensed as a Reader in Newcastle 
Cathedral on Saturday 12th October. Proud parents, Pam and Tony said it was a great 
occasion with Bishop Mark, of Berwick-upon-Tweed, preaching a first-rate sermon. 
 As featured earlier in the year, Tim works for Christian Aid. Indeed the following 
morning he gave the harvest sermon in his home church, St Cuthbert’s Allendale, and 
unsurprisingly but effectively applied Christian Aid’s priorities to what he said. 
 
Prayer during the Vacancy 
We continue to meet weekly to pray for every aspect of our church life at this time and for 
the appointment process for our new vicar. During November we will meet every Tuesday 
in the Lady Chapel in Pocklington Church at 12 noon .You are all warmly invited to join us  
 
Pam and Tony Burdon 
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 Deacon’s Distinctive Day by Bronnie Broadhurst  
Having spent a very enjoyable and informative evening with other Deacons being trained 
on Communications by Martin Sheppard from the Diocese, he gave us practical advice in 
writing pieces for the Parish Magazine and how to use pieces to amuse and/or inform 
about what we do.  So I thought about producing a monthly contribution entitled Deacon's 
Distinctive Day which may illustrate some of my work but also inform the world outside 
that we are working outside the church walls.  

 

DEACON’S DISTINCTIVE DAY                       

I found myself standing in the new housing development, behind my house, praying with an 

excited little girl one Saturday morning this month.   

I was delivering flyers about the forthcoming Harvest Festival when I was approached by this 

engaging little girl, who recognised me from when I take Collective Worship at the Infant 

School. 

“What are you doing?” she enquired. 

“Posting leaflets” I replied. 

“May I help?” 

We delivered 40 as she told me which of her friends lived where. 

“Time to go” I said. 

“Prayers?” she insisted. 

“Pardon!” 

“Prayers….Two eyes to look to God…..AND God loves me” 

These are the two action prayers with which I finish each worship. 

So, we prayed together, with me being reminded forcefully when I got the words out of order. 

I always wondered whether the children actually hear and remember anything I say in 

Collective Worship…………..but no longer! 

“Suffer the little children to come to me and forbid them not for of such is the Kingdom of 

God”                                        
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Great to be back and thank you! 
 
It was great to be able to be back in All Saints’ for our Harvest Festival led by Canon 
Caroline Pinchbeck with over 100 people attending. As well as celebrating ‘Harvest Home’ 
we were able to celebrate being ‘back home’ as well! 
As I tried to convey at the end of the Harvest Service, it was truly a team effort in ensuring 
the whole project from the first stages of planning, through the clearing of Church and 
carrying out the work by the contractors to the restoration of the Church back in full use 
was achieved. 
Many people helped in so many different ways, be it moving, cleaning, storing, and 
repairing various items and fixtures. We also appreciate the patience and support of the 
church community in adjusting to the temporary worship arrangements as well as regular 
community events usually held in the Church. To name everyone would create a long list, 
but you know who you are. So a very sincere thanks to everyone who helped and 
supported us in anyway. 
To celebrate the completion of the project, please do join in the ‘Let there be Light’ 
Celebrations over All Saints Festival weekend 1st to 3rd November. Encourage family, 
neighbours and friends to join in the celebrations and visit the Church on the Saturday and 
Sunday. There will be something for all ages. 
We are very grateful to Pocklington School for making us so welcome for our 10.45 Sunday 
services during the last 10 weeks, but also to the School for helping move some of the 
heavy furniture and storing some of the key furniture.  
During the project we identified additional work that was needed to some of the stonework 
and windows and with the scaffolding in place we were able to deal with this quickly, saving 
extra costs we would have incurred gaining access at a later date. We owe a special thanks 
to Les who has overseen the project and been on site most days, been the PCC’s eyes and 
ears as well as our hands to ensure that together with the Contractors and Architect 
everything was completed within the timescale. 
We look forward to an enjoyable All Saints’ Festival. 
 
Hilary Slow and Nigel Laws 
 

The next Men's Breakfast will be on Saturday, 16th November at The Lily Pad Café in the 

Burnby Hall Gardens. 

Our speaker will be Kevin Warcup and his subject will be The History of the Royal 

British Legion in Pocklington. 

The time is 8.15 for 8.30am and the cost is £10 

Please sign the board at the back of the Church. 

Brian Penter                              
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH 
CELEBRATION WEEKEND

Saturday 2nd – Sunday 3rd Nov
LET THERE BE LIGHT!

For full details and tickets for Friday and Saturday 
evening events please call  01759 306045 or call 

into the church office Tues – Friday mornings
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At our October meeting Helen Dawe spoke about her work with a group of women in the 
outskirts of Harare. She explained that due to the effect of AIDS/HIV a whole generation 
had almost been wiped out, leaving their children being looked after by grandmothers. She 
called them the Gogo grannies (Gogo being the word for grandmother in the local 
language) but to Helen it was a play on words – these ladies really did go and go to support 
the children. 
  
They met monthly at an Evangelical Church and, supported by M.U. members, had set up a 
food bank. Quite an achievement when the whole community were desperately poor. They 
then moved onto school uniforms, no child can receive education without one. The ladies 
helped by setting up a library, got someone to voluntarily help with Maths, and then a clinic 
run by a Doctor, again giving his time on a voluntary basis. This was fine until President 
Mugabe put a ban on all voluntary clinics. They got round this by using the local vet to do 
basic Triage work! 
  
Helen had been out in Harare in 2012 under the auspices of USPG and then had gone 
alternate years under her own steam. Sadly, this year she decided she could not go, putting 
pressure on her friends who whilst being very hospitable were struggling to feed 
themselves. 
  
It had been hoped that once President Mugabe had left office things would improve but the 
situation is worse with much poverty, high inflation and very few working the land – the 
land that when it was Rhodesia was often referred to as the ‘bread basket of Africa’. 
  
We must keep the people of Zimbabwe in our prayers, that the land which has so much 
potential can once again be fruitful, feeding its people. 
  
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 5th November at 2 p.m. when Josie Briggs will speak on the 
Mission Aviation Fellowship. 
  
Tues. 19th November is our Coffee morning in Church, the proceeds to go M.U. projects 
both at home and overseas. 
Please come and support us and bring your friends. 
All are welcome 
 
With every blessing, 
 
Dot Townley 
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Snacks and all that by Rodney Nicholson 
 Dame Sally Davies, the retiring chief medical officer, got into bother recently for suggesting 
that snacking on trains – thinking of commuter trains – should be banned. She felt this was 
one way of tackling childhood obesity and unhealthy eating, which few would deny is a 
huge problem. Many adults too are overweight or obese, although it is wrong to assume 
that someone’s waist measurements are necessarily related to their food consumption. 
Other factors may apply. 
 The ensuing storm makes it unlikely that Dame Sally’s recommendation will be 
followed, but she has a point. Snacking is not recommended. I have no wish to criticise the 
younger generation but when we see pizza remains and cans and other rubbish in 
recreation areas, it is fair to say that this was not the case “when we were young”. When I 
went out for the morning or afternoon with my friend Harry, we did not take food or drink 
with us. Yes, there has always been the school tuck shop and ice cream van, and I 
remember buying a fizzy drink in the 1950s, made from powder, called Robinade, but there 
wasn’t the sheer volume of food and therefore packaging which we have today. 
 “Don’t eat between meals” has always been sound advice. I must say that at home I 
never have a biscuit or anything with my morning coffee or afternoon mug of tea, although 
I may well be tempted to do so at a coffee morning. Snacks dull your appetite, just as a 
starter slightly spoils your appetite for the main course. I have, on occasions, been in a 
home where a toddler has been brought a snack, maybe to keep them quiet. What has 
surprised me, though, is that the young child is brought a full sized bun and beaker of juice. 
If we had young grandchildren, we would just offer a nibble-sized piece of the cake and a 
small quantity of juice, because I find that most of the bun and the drink remain 
unconsumed. The child wasn’t really hungry or thirsty but just wanted attention. 
 I think it was Tony Blair who encouraged the café culture. He was impressed by the 
street cafés in Europe, with the opportunity they gave for people to socialise, sometimes 
after work, and liked to see them in this country. There’s nothing wrong with that, but 
eating and drinking out has become an ever more massive industry, with the importance of 
food being taken out of all proportion. I take a magazine called “The Week” which, on half 
of one page, lists three good places to eat. The size of the meal which the reviewer has 
waded through sometimes strikes me as staggering. If Kathleen and I have fish and chips on 
holiday, we share the chips because we find there’s too much for one. 
 God “richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment” (1 Timothy 6:17) but that 
does not mean that we live to eat, rather than eat to live. In a world of poverty the 
abundance of food for the privileged few must disturb us. In a world whose resources are 
constantly plundered we must wonder whether God is happy that some have a weight 
problem whereas others struggle simply to survive. 
 
 
 

The deadline for the December edition is Friday 22nd Novenber and copy 
should be emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail.com    
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Tickets: £8/child-£2 including light refreshments. 
Box office: Church Office Tel 017509 306045  

(Tues – Friday 9 am -12 noon) 
or at the door on the night. 

 

 

Songs from the musicals 

Performed by  

The Celebration Singers 
on 

 

Saturday 2nd  November at 
7.30 pm 

in 
All Saints Church, Pocklington 
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For babies and preschool children  

together with parents, grandparents and carers. 

We meet on Thursdays, in term time, at All Saints Church, 

Pocklington 

1.30pm – 2.45pm 

We have lots of fun singing, listening to stories, 

 playing and making crafts. 

You don't need to book - just drop in and see if you would 

like to join us. 

We would love to see you. 

Contact; Barbara Myerscough 01759 303331 

Dates of next sessions ; 

Thursday 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th November and 

5th and 12th December 
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                              November Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches  
 Burnby 
 3rd November  9.15 am  Family Service (CW) 
 Great Givendale  
 10th November  9.15 am Special  
 24th     9.15 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 
 Hayton 
 17th November 9.15 am                          Holy Communion (CW) 
 
 Huggate  
 3rd November  9.15 am All Age Worship 
 10th  9.15 am Special  
 17th      9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 24th     9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 
 Londesborough  
 3rd November  11.30 am  Special –Harvest  
 10th   10.45 am  Holy Communion (CW) 
 24th     10.45 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 
 Millington 
 10th November  9.15 am Holy Communion (CW)  
 24th   9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW)  
 
 Nunburnholme  
  6th November  10.45 am  All Age Worship –with Baptism 
 17th  10.45 am Family Communion (CW) 
 
 Pocklington 
 3rd November  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 3rd     10.45 am  Family Communion (CW)-Celebration w’end  
 10th  10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) 
 10th  3.00 pm Special –Town Service    
 17th   8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 17th     10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) –Baptism Follows 
 24th    10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) –Baptism follows  
 
 Shiptonthorpe  
 3rd November  10.45 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10th  10.45 am  All Age Worship  
 17th  10.45 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 24th   10.45 am  Family Communion (CW)  
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 PARISH REGISTERS 
 
 

          We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism:  

 

 

  

 

 

 

        We have united in Marriage through the love of God 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving: 
 

 

 

22nd October        Judy Mary Willink    Huggate 
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                                           PASTORAL SERVICES 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
 

  To enquire about arrangements for these services  
  please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045  
  Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 12 noon 
                                          (Outside these hours by appointment) 

                                        Scale of fees and charges for 2019 
 Baptisms  
 There is no fee for a service of Baptism  
 Certificate of Baptism, if required.  £14.00  
 

 Weddings  
 Publication of Banns.  £30.00 
 Certificate of Banns, if required.  £14.00 
 Marriage Service.  £455.00  
 Verger  £40.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Bells  £120.00 
 Heating   £55.00  
 
 Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required. 
We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional 
photographs after the service. 

 Funerals  
 Funeral service in Church  £195 00 
 Cremation pre or post service in Church  £28.00 
 Funeral service at Crematorium or cemetery £195.00  
 Please note that additional fees may apply and the office will advise  
 Verger  £35.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Heating  £55.00  
 Ministers Travel costs                                                                                                   £20 .00 
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                                          A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches  
O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and 
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth 
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to 
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your 
eternal kingdom. Amen 
 

                          Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington 
                                       Church office 01759 306045 
                                        Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 12 noon 
          Office @allsaintspock.plus.com 
 
 

Electoral Roll Officer Doreen Pea 305552 
Flower Team Contact Ann Theakston  302731 
Little Saints Leader                  Barbara Myerscough 303331  
Magazine Editor  David Brown 305521 
Magazine Distribution Rowena Protheroe  304984 
Mothers Union Secretary Dot Townley  318182  
Organist and Choirmaster Michael Cooper  305929  
Parish Administrators              Sue Currier and Carole Laws       306045 
Pastoral Coordinator       Revd Bronnie Broadhurst  307479 
PCC Secretary Vacancy   
Planned Giving /Gift Aid                 Sue Currier  0740 1133219 
Treasurer David Brown  305521  
Verger                                                 Ian Ryder                                          318640  
 
          For all Church and Meeting Room bookings please contact the Church Office  
                 For more information about the Church, please visit our websites 
 

                                     www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 
                                     www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk 
                                     www. pockflyingman.org.uk 
                                      
            
 

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/
http://www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk/

